Some of Illinois' greatest residents over the decades died in 2003 
December 28, 2003 
Journal Star 

Wayne Peplow
(1944-2003)
Wayne Peplow, a father of three and a Vietnam War Army veteran, was a volunteer firefighter at the age of 19.
Peplow found his way growing up in West Peoria where he began his firefighter career in the late 1960s.  He served with the West Peoria Fire Department for 10 years, where he became assistant chief.
In 1975, Peplow joined the Dunlap Fire Department, becoming district chief and fire marshal in 1982.  He served the department for 21 years.  
At the time of his death, Peplow was vice president of the Central Illinois Fire Investigators Association.
Besides his dedication to fire fighting, Peplow worked at Caterpillar Inc. for 37 years as a facility engineering supervisor.  He retired in 1999.
Peplow died just three weeks after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  He was 59.
 

Dunlap Fire Chief Fondly Remembered
June 4, 2003
By TOM BATHERS, Times Newspapers
Peoria Times-Observer 

Whenever a fellow firefighter approached Ivan Schoenbein with a question that he did not know the answer to, he always said the same three words -- "Go ask Wayne."

Wayne Peplow, Dunlap’s fire chief for the last 21 years, always had an answer.

And, more importantly, Schoenbein said, Peplow always kept his office door open.

Peplow, 59, died May 25 at OSF St. Francis Medical Center, about three weeks after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

"We will all miss him so much," said Schoenbein, a seven-year veteran of the Dunlap volunteer fire department.  "You could always go talk to him about anything and he would always be able to help.  He always had time for us.  His door was always open."

Peplow's death was the second tragedy to strike the Dunlap Fire Department.  Just days earlier, firefighter and Peoria County sheriff's deputy Jim Mulay was killed in an auto accident while on duty.

Jim Emanuels, a volunteer fireman, said all the firefighters are staying strong in the wake of both tragedies.

"We're a family here," he said.  "Jim Mulay and Chief Peplow were big parts of that family.  Now, we all have to come together and support each other through these tough times.  That's what they would have done for us."

Schoenbein said he will miss Peplow's acute knowledge of firefighting and the way he made others feel better when he walked into the station.  

"He was a person that everybody wanted to follow," he said.  "You couldn't have asked for a better chief and a better friend."

Emanuels said Peplow was instrumental in elevating the small Dunlap Fire Department so that it was on par with other larger, more modern fire departments throughout the state.

"He was very big on training and on bringing in new ideas," he said.  "He was always encouraging us to take classes at Illinois Central College to expand our knowledge, and he even arranged for the fire department to pay for some of our classes."

Emanuels met Peplow in 1982.

"He was a big influence in my life," he said.  "I will always remember him."

Peplow, who retired from Caterpillar after 37 years, also worked as a part-time fire investigator.  He served as vice president of the Central Illinois Fire Investigators Association.

He was a Vietnam War veteran, and he achieved the rank of first lieutenant.

He became a volunteer firefighter in West Peoria when he was 19 years old.  He stayed there for 10 years and became assistant chief.  In 1975, he joined the Dunlap Fire Department and became chief in 1982.

He was a certified emergency medical technician, fire investigator, firefighter, fire investigator and HazMat technician.

He was a member of the Illinois Fire Chiefs Association, National Association of Fire Investigators, International Fire Chiefs Association, International Association of Arson Investigators and the Illinois Firefighters Association.  He was a two-term president of the Peoria Area Fireman's Association.

He and his wife, Jane, have three children.

Dunlap mourns fire chief 
For the second time in a week, firefighters bury one of their own 

May 30, 2003

By BRAD BURKE 

of the Journal Star

PEORIA - When Wayne Peplow signed up to be a volunteer firefighter in the mid-1960s, one of the questions on his application asked why he wanted to join the department. 

Peplow's answer: "To fight fires." 

That response now serves as a fitting tribute to Peplow, the late chief of Dunlap's volunteer Fire Department who friends describe as a man of few words but of immeasurable action. 

"He didn't make it hard" to understand him, Deputy Chief John Doering said of Peplow, 59, who died Sunday, three weeks after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 

About 30 department volunteers stood at attention outside Peoria's Woolsey-Wilton Funeral Home on Thursday as the casket holding their chief of 21 years was lifted onto a brilliant yellow fire truck adorned with black cloth. 

It was the second time in less than a week the department has buried one of its own. On May 23, they somberly saluted the casket of James Mulay, a Peoria County sheriff's deputy and Dunlap firefighter who died in an auto accident May 19. 

"Your family has endured a double whammy, and so our hearts go out to you," the Rev. Jack Thompson, who presided over Peplow's funeral, told the firefighters in attendance. 

As at Mulay's funeral, members of several area fire departments attended Peplow's service. They wore neatly pressed uniforms with patches from such cities as Chillicothe, Brimfield, Peoria, East Peoria and others. 

Peplow grew up in West Peoria and joined the Fire Department there in the mid-1960s. In 1975, he joined Dunlap's department after he and his wife, Jane, built a home there. 

Peplow struggled much of his life with Crohn's disease, which affects the small intestine and can cause abdominal pain, bleeding and weight loss. He worked at Caterpillar Inc. for 37 years, and after his retirement he spent time as a fire investigator.

Dunlap's respected fire chief dies

Wayne Peplow, 59, oversaw second station, designed equipment 
May 26, 2003

By SARAH OKESON 
of the Journal Star 

DUNLAP - Just days after the Dunlap Fire Department wore their new dress uniforms for the funeral of firefighter Jim Mulay, they're getting ready to wear them again.

Wayne Peplow, 59, the fire chief for 21 years, died just before 8 a.m. Sunday at OSF Saint Francis Medical Center in Peoria, about three weeks after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 

"We're really struggling here," said Deputy Chief John Doering. "Two weeks ago, we had 40 volunteers. Now we have 38." 

During his decades as chief, Peplow oversaw building a second fire station, added three pieces of equipment to the department, including one that he designed, and helped lower Dunlap's fire protection rating, which insurance companies use when setting rates for homeowners insurance. 

"He lowered their rating significantly which has an impact on everybody's insurance rates," said Germantown Hills Fire Chief Chip Wilmot. 

Peplow grew up in West Peoria and joined the fire department there in 1965. He even convinced his father to join the fire department. 

He joined the Dunlap Fire Department in 1975, shortly after he and his wife, Jane, built the home where they would raise their three children. 

Peplow worked at Caterpillar Inc. for 37 years. After he retired, he worked part-time as a fire investigator. 

"He knew about plumbing and he knew about wiring," said Peplow's youngest son, Andy. "He knew how houses were built because he watched his dad build houses. Putting all those things together, he found fire investigation a lot of fun, and he was very good at it." 

The older Peplow struggled for much of his life with Crohn's disease, which affects the small intestine and can cause abdominal pain, bleeding and weight loss. 

"He was a tough guy," Andy Peplow said. "He didn't like to admit he was weak. Sometimes he could be hurting, but he wouldn't admit it." 

Peplow's appetite was legendary. 

"He could outeat anybody," Andy Peplow said. "It was kind of a family joke. With the surgeries, they cut out more and more intestine because it was diseased. The only way to compensate for that was to eat. Going out to eat pizza on Sunday nights was a family tradition. One pizza was for my mother and brother and sister and me, and one pizza was for him. Sometimes he would go into our pizza." 

Despite problems with his health, Peplow took his children on fishing trips and was active in the Boy Scouts. 

The family also stressed education. The oldest daughter, Julie, 35, has an MBA. Doug, 33, has a Ph.D. in nuclear engineering. Andy, 30, is finishing up his doctorate in genetics. 

"Both my parents decided early on that we would go to college," Doug Peplow said. "We didn't know anything else." 

Peplow used the same financial acumen with the fire department that he and his wife used to put three children through college. The mortgage on the new fire station that was built in 1995 has been paid off. 

"Wayne was pretty tight with the buck," Doering said. 

Peplow was too ill last week to attend the visitation of Mulay, the Peoria County sheriff's deputy killed in an auto accident while on duty last week, so the department came to his home, marching in their new uniforms by Peplow's house. 

"It was pretty powerful," Doug Peplow said. "I don't think anybody in the family can tell the story without crying. He didn't say much, but you could tell it touched him." 
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Wayne Peplow

Wayne Peplow, a 3rd shift Maintenance foreman in Assembly Operations, gives us a unique glimpse of his dual-career life – both as employee and customer of Caterpillar engines.

Wayne's 30 years began as a Co-op. Early in his career, he was drafted and had the opportunity to attend OCS and graduate as an Army Artillery Officer. Besides being a Maintenance Foreman since 1976, he worked for Tire Development and the Tire Plant for 12 years. Through the G.I. Bill and Bradley night school, Wayne obtained his B.A. degree in 1973.

Wayne is married to Jane, a Registered Nurse, with 3 children of which they are quite proud. Their daughter, Julie, graduated Cum Laude with a Masters in Business from Western Illinois University last year. Son, Douglas, graduated Summa Cum Laude from Western and now attends North Carolina State in Nuclear Engineering. The youngest, Andrew, is attending Western on a four-year WIU Foundation Scholarship studying microbiology.

Wayne's 2nd career is with the Fire Service. Starting in West Peoria in 1963, he was appointed a 2nd Assistant Chief before moving to Dunlap. In 1975, he joined the Dunlap Fire Department and Rescue Squad. Wayne has served the last 10, of his 17 at Dunlap, as District Chief and Fire Marshal. Wayne is an EMT and has trained as a fire investigator.

Wayne had significant input in the decision to purchase Cat engines in the last 2 fire trucks for Dunlap. The first was a Heavy Duty Rescue Truck with a 3208 Cat engine on a ‘86 Kodiak chassis. He claims there have been no mechanical problems to date – “it keeps running and running”. The second truck (delivered in July of ‘90) was a Pierce Pumper with a 3176 Cat Diesel. It was the first 3176 designed into a fire truck. Because it was the first, it has had several problems. The first year, under full warranty, Cat worked closely with Dunlap to update and make all necessary changes. There have only been a few problems since the warranty has ended. Wayne has investigated a possible change in Cat warranties for firetruck engines – these changes would benefit the customer.

Wayne has a total of 6 trucks at the fire department. Besides the last 2 with Cat engines, Dunlap has a ‘65 International pumper, a ‘70 Chevy tanker, a ‘75 Chevy backup rescue, and an ‘82 International pumper all with gasoline engines.

Thanks Wayne!                                  wp/lh
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